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It Takes a Village: Saskatoon Central Public Library 

Community Description: Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada 

The City of Saskatoon, founded in 1883, is the largest city in the Province of 
Saskatchewan in Canada. It takes its name from famous around the globe edible red berries 
called Saskatoon berries or Mis-sask-quah-toomina in Cree language (Britannica, 2021). 
Saskatoon is located within Treaty 6 territory and the Homeland of the Metis. The City is divided 
by the South Saskatchewan River. It is located in the center of the prairies, bordered by Alberta 
on one, west, side and Manitoba-on the other, east, side. The City has a number of nicknames 
including The Paris of the Prairies, POW, The Hub City, and The City of Bridges. It has three 
colleges, the University of Saskatchewan, Saskatchewan Polytechnic, and the First Nations 
University of Canada. The City is one of the brightest (by the number of sunny days) and 
greenest (by the number of parks and green spaces) cities in Canada (Canada Population, n.d.). 
Economic and Business Data 
Saskatoon is a Major Economic Center 

Saskatoon is Canada’s 15th most populated city in Canada and is a major economic 
center of Saskatchewan and has a “free business environment” (Canada Population, n.d.; 
Teleport, n.d). Approximately 66% of the world’s potash is in Saskatchewan, with Potash Corp 
headquarters located in Saskatoon. Canada’s third (28%) of grain and more than a half (54%) of 
wheat are produced in Saskatchewan (West Pass, n.d.). Saskatoon is also a distributor for 
mustard, canola, flaxseed, oats, barley, and rye, which are grown in Saskatchewan. Other 
successful industries include manufacturing of foods, dairy, wood products, clothing, machinery, 
and metal. Saskatoon is home to several unique research centers including Canadian Light 


Source, Vaccine Development and Infections Disease Organization (VIDO), and International 
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Vaccine Centre (InterVac). Saskatoon is a cultural hub with Remai Modern Art Gallery, Civic 
Conservatory, Saskatoon Western Development Museum, and Diefenbaker Canada Centre, to 
name a few top cultural and educational centers. 

Though the agricultural sector is doing well, mining and energy have seen recent job cuts. 
Recent cancellation of the Keystone XL pipeline and especially the COVID-19 pandemic had a 
significant impact on the Saskatchewan economy (Pasiuk, 2021). It is expected the provincial 
budget 2021-2022 will include a projected deficit of 2 billion dollars (Dove, 2021). 
Neighborhoods and Property Taxes 

The City is divided into municipal wards further broken down into 55 neighborhoods, on 
a total area of 228.13 square kilometers (City of Saskatoon, n.d. —c, d; Department of Justice, 
n.d.). Thirty seven percent of the collected by the City property taxes is for education, 6%-for 
public libraries, and the remaining 57%-for the City’s municipal core services such as fire, 
police, transit, roads, utility, and waste departments (City of Saskatoon, n.d. —a, b). 

Working Force and Unemployment Rate Trends 

Canada completes Census every five years, the latest occurred in 2016 (Statistics Canada, 
2016). According to the 2016 Census, the employment rate was about 65.6% (SREDA, n.d.). 
The City’s working age group (15 to 64 years) was 65.8%, with 26.3% (0 to 14 years) expected 
to join the labor force in 1-2 decades (Statistics Canada, 2016). By January 2019 and according 
to the Conference Board of Canada, Saskatoon’s unemployment rate was 7% (City of Saskatoon, 
n.d. -f). At the same, there was a 2.3% annual growth of issued by the City business licenses. 
There was, however, noted a slight (1.2%) decrease in granted building permits (n.d. —f). 


Demographic Data 
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Demographic data are used to determine the city’s “economic health and investment 
attraction” (Statistics Canada, 2016). In 2021, the City’s estimated population was 331,051, 
compared to 246,376 in 2016, 222,246 in 2011, 106,032 in 1950, and only 113 people in 1901 
(Figure 1). The entire Saskatchewan’s population, as of January 2021, was 1,178,832 
(Government of Saskatchewan, 2020). 

Age and Gender Trends 

The City of Saskatoon appears to be a “young” city with, according to 2016 Census, the 
largest population being between 25 and 29 years old and median age being 35.8 years (Figure 
2). The City’s gender distribution was 49% males and 51% females, with the majority of the 
population (46.4%) being married. 

Individual and Family Incomes 

In 2015, median total individual income in Saskatoon was $39,748 and median total 
household income was $79,001 (Statistics Canada, 2016). Two-third (66.8%) of the population 
were homeowners; with an average 2.4 people per household (City of Saskatoon, 2019). 
Population Growth and Mobility 

Saskatoon is one of the rapidly growing cities in Canada, with about 2% annual increase 
in population (CTV News, 2020; Saskatoon Health Region, n.d.; Statistics Canada, 2016: World 
Population Review, n.d.). The analysis of the City’s 2016 mobility status showed that about 
17.8% of the population changed their places of residence over the past year. The migration was 
mainly due to intra-provincial migration (40.4%), followed closely by external to the country 
migration (34.5%), and the remaining 25.2% were people moving to Saskatoon from other 
Saskatchewan places (Statistics Canada, 2016). There was a noted 1.36 times positive increase in 


mobility status recorded in the 2016 Census compared to 5 years ago. Increase in the following 
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four groups (recent immigrants, visible minorities, Indigenous, and non-English speakers) were 
noted to be on the rise (Sask Trends Monitor, 2016). 
Immigration and Diversity 

The rapid growth of the City seems to be attributed greatly to its country’s second highest 
immigration rate (1.8%). In 2016, 17.7% of the City’s population were immigrants and 2.5% 
were refugees (Statistics Canada, 2016). The majority of recent immigrants were coming from 
Asia (65.7%), the rest were from Europe (17.5%), Africa (8.6%), and Americas (7.7%) 
(Statistics Canada, 2016) (Figure 3).The current (2020) population growth continues to be mostly 
due to immigration rather than natural increase (Figure 4). 

Saskatoon is a diverse city and continues its diversification. According to the 2016 
Census, approximately 68.2% of new Saskatoon citizens were of European origin, 16.1% were 
Asian, 11.6%-North American Indigenous, 2.4%-African, 0.9%-Mixed, and 0.8%-Latin, Central, 
and South American origins (Statistics Canada, 2016) (Figure 5). 

In 2016, the City was 68.9% White, and 11.3% were Indigenous, and 19.8% were Black 
and People of Color (Statistics of Canada, 2016) (Figure 6). In 2016, more than a half of 
Indigenous Peoples (52.8%) identified themselves as First Nations, 44.9%-Metis, and 0.3%-Inuk. 
Saskatoon has the second-highest percentage of Indigenous peoples among Canadian cities; its 
Indigenous population increased 3.8 times between 1981 and 2001. According to some 
predictions, half of the Saskatchewan population may be Indigenous by 2050 (University of 
Saskatchewan, n.d.). 

The Employment Equity Act defines visible minorities as “persons, other than Aboriginal 
peoples, who are non-Caucasian in race or non-white in color” (Statistics Canada, 2016). In 


Saskatoon, the visible minority consisted of the following groups: South Asian (13,335), Filipino 
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(10,870), Chinese (7,675), Black (5,390), Latin American (1,915), Arab (2,305), Southeast Asian 
(2,235), West Asian (1,170), Korean (570), and Japanese (405) (Figure 7). 

Saskatoon speaks a magnitude number of world languages. About seven percent (7.3%) 
of Indigenous population speak Cree-Montagnais language, 4.1%-Cree, 2.1%-Plains Cree, 1.2%- 
Northern Athabaskan, 1.2%-Dene, 0.7%-Ojibway, 0.6%-Woods Cree, 0.4%-Swampy Cree, 
0.3%- Michif, and 0.1% each Siouan and Dakota languages (Statistics Canada, 2016). Among 
non-official (non-English and non-French) languages, most common are Indo-European (4.3%), 
Indo-Iranian (2.7%), Austronesian (1.7%), Tagalog (Pilipino; 1.6%), Mandarin (1.3%), Urdu 
(0.9%), Arabic (0.6%), Punjabi (0.5%), Cantonese (0.5%), and Bengali (0.5%) languages. 
School and Education Levels 

In Saskatoon, there are 49 elementary, 10 secondary, and 3 affiliate schools that are 
operated by Saskatoon Public Schools and 43 elementary and 7 high schools operated by Greater 
Saskatoon Catholic Schools (City of Saskatoon, n.d. —g). 

According to 2016 Census, among 15 and over years old group, 14.4% did not finish high 
school, while 29.1% had high school completed, 28.8% had trades certificate or some college 
attended, 20.2% had bachelor degrees, and 7.5% had graduate (including masters, medical, 
veterinary, dentistry, or doctorate) degrees completed (2016). 

Political Information 

Though the original City’s Strategic Plan 2013-2023 did not mention the library in its 
plan (this plan was created under the former city mayor and council), the City in 2016 launched 
its Growth Plan to include an expansion of the city’s perimeter and its infill status, transit and 
commercial corridors growth, new roadways and bridges, and renovation of the water plant (City 


of Saskatoon, 2013, 2016). In the recent (November 9, 2020) municipal elections, the City has 
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re-elected Charlie Clark, who will be the City’s Mayor for the next 4 years. The Mayor was 
involved in the development of the Growth Plan in 2016 and supports major infrastructure 
improvements (including a new central library) (see Library below). Many other mayor 
candidates were opposing a new library project, however, Clark’s re-election shaded green light 
for the project (Quenneville, 2020). 

The Province of Saskatchewan is led by the conservative Saskatchewan Party that is 
expected to carry its 2.6 billion dollars deficit for its next 2021-2022 budget (Dove, 2021). 
Mayor Clark presents himself as non-partisan; however, some say he is most likely leaning 
towards the New Democratic Party, which is a social democratic federal political party (Burton, 
2020). On the Canadian political spectrum, the Conservative Party of Canada (and 
Saskatchewan Party) sit at the center-right to the right, with the Liberal Party of Canada 
(currently leading the country) positioned to their left, and with the New Democratic Party 
sitting on the left of the Liberal Party. 

Social Issues 
Social and Economic Disparities 

Rapid increase of Indigenous population in the City, in combination with growing 
economic, social, and political disparities “resulted in unfair chances to live healthy lives” for all 
population groups (Saskatoon Health Region, n.d.). According to the Department of Justice, 
Indigenous Peoples are at the highest risk of becoming victims of physical abuse (Department of 
Justice, n.d.). The Province of Saskatchewan sees a quarter of Canada’s babies born with HIV 
(Statistics Canada, 2016). Unemployment rate that continues to grow in the City appears to be 
the highest among those with unfinished high school (Saskatoon Health Region, n.d.). 


Crime Rate 
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The crimes and their severity, problems of gangs, prostitution, and drug abuse are more 
prevalent in the west side of the South Saskatchewan River. Crimes are also noted to be adjusted 
to major commercial and transit corridors on the east side suggesting its association with 
“mobility/accessibility” (Department of Justice, n.d.). 

Poverty 

Sixteen out of 55 Saskatoon neighborhoods are found to be disadvantaged, according to 
the Department of Justice’s definition of “disadvantaged” as a neighborhood where more than 
20% of families are low-income (n.d.). Eight percent of 18 to 64 years adults and 2.1% seniors 
had low income, while 11.3% children under 5 years old lived in low income families (Statistics 
Canada, 2016). Low-income areas were found to have higher unemployment and crime rates, 
have incomplete high school, and depend greater on social assistance. Regression analysis 
identified a strong relationship between Indigenous Peoples, with third (33%) of them being 
unemployed, and violent crime (Department of Justice). 

Need of Housing and Homeless Trends 

In 2018, a quarter (24.7%) of Indigenous households were in need of housing and 475 
people of various backgrounds were homeless (Homeless Hub, 2018). 

Library 
Library’s Mission and Branches 

Saskatoon Public Library’s (SPL’s) vision is “to change lives through community 
connections, engagement and inclusivity” (n.d.). Its 2016-2021 strategic plan includes “vision of 
growth, modernization and cultural progress for our organization” for the city’s diverse 
community; it “will have positive, direct and quantifiable economic and social impacts” 


(Saskatoon Public Library, 2016). The SPL is seen as playing an “integral role as a community 


IT TAKES A VILLAGE: SASKATOON CENTRAL PUBLIC LIBRARY 


builder” (2016). The SPL’s mission is, “We enrich communities by inspiring discovery, curiosity 
and creativity through the sharing of spaces, experiences and ideas,” and values include 
“intellectual freedom,” “free & equitable access,” “innovation,” and “diversity & inclusion” 
(2016). The SPL has nine locations throughout the City; these locations are named as follows: 
Frances Morrison Central Library, Alice Turner Library, Carlyle King Library, Cliff Wright 
Library, Dr. Freda Ahenakew Library, J.S. Wood Library, Mayfair Library, Round Prairies 
Library, and Rusty Macdonald Library (Saskatoon Public Library, n.d. —h). 
Budget and Staffing 

SPL’s 2021 estimated expenditures is approximately 28.5 million including 13.9 million 
dollars for staff (152 equivalent full time employees) compensation and 8.9 million dollars 
operating costs (Saskatoon Public Library, 2020a). It also includes approximately 5.6 million 
dollars transfer to reserves for the new central library (2020a). SPL’ revenue comes mostly from 
property taxes (~27.5 million) and the Province of Saskatchewan (~0.7 million dollars) (2020a). 

SPL serves 134,302 (49%) Saskatoon community members, has about 0.6 million items 
in the physical collection, including 10,249 items in its Indigenous collection (Saskatoon Public 
Library, 2019). In 2019, the Library had 3.5 million items borrowed and offered 4,675 free 
programs, with most popular being Storytimes (28,571 attendees), Performers on Parade (2,447 
attendees) non-English-speaking Conversation Circles (2,268 participants), and Puppet Shows 
(2,100 attendees) (2019). New additions gaining attention included Boredom Busters, Dance 
Party, and History Mystery. 
Governance and Stakeholders 

SPL is a charitable organization run by the Board of eight Trustees that are appointed by 


the City Council, under the Public Libraries Act, 1996. SPL’s stakeholders include library staff, 
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managerial staff, local taxpayers, Board of Trustees, Friends of the Library, volunteer library 
staff, media, active library patrons, potential library users, funding bodies, and various 
associations promoting library and information science initiatives. Such associations include 
Saskatchewan Library Trustees Association (SLTA), Government of Saskatchewan, 
Saskatchewan Library Association (SLA), Multitype Library Board (MLB), Saskatchewan 
Urban Municipalities Association (SUMA), Saskatchewan Association of Rural Municipalities 
(SARM), Library Services for Saskatchewan Aboriginal Peoples (LSSAP), and Saskatchewan 
Library Trustees Association (SLTA). According to the SPL and Government of Saskatchewan 
(2019), high power stakeholders in addition to the local taxpayers, active library users and 
Government of Saskatchewan include SLTA, SLA, MLB, SUMA, SARM, LSSAP, SLTA 
associations, as well as the City of Saskatoon. 

Strategic Plans for the Community and Library 

The current central library Francis Morris branch occupies an older building in Saskatoon 
downtown. It is no longer fitting into the strategic vision of both the Saskatoon Public Library 
(SPL) and the City of Saskatoon. The City of Saskatoon’s Plan for Growth projects the 
population will increase to about a half of million people by 2050 (City of Saskatoon, n.d. —e). 
The City needs a new library, which will “change lives through community connections, 
engagement and inclusivity” (Saskatoon Public Library, 2020b). 

After consultations with various stakeholders, a business case was released to the public 
for a new central library to open its doors in Saskatoon downtown in 2026 (Saskatoon Public 
Library, 2019b). The City of Saskatoon in 2020 purchased a piece of land for about 9 million 
dollars; this land will become a home for the future library (Global News, 2020). This new 


library is expected to become a symbol of continued reconciliation efforts and will capture both 
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the modern Canadian and traditional Indigenous cultures. It is expected to cost about 134 million 
dollars, its 4-5 floor building will be environmentally sustainable (with at least GOLD rating), 
and will become the place for the community to get together (Global News, 2020; SPL, 2020a, & 
b). This library project is expected to be paid for by the Province of Saskatchewan, City of 
Saskatoon, and local taxpayers. Property taxes are expected to increase for the next several years 
(MacPherson, 2020). 
A Look into the Future: Top Three Major Trends Shaping the Future of Saskatoon’s 
Community and Library 
Diversification and Population Growth in the Next 5 Years 

By 2026, Saskatoon will welcome between thirty thousand (based on 10% over 5-year 
increase in the population occurred prior to 2016) and hundred thousand people (based on 30% 
increase in the population observed in the past 5 years) (Canada Population, 2021; City of 
Saskatoon, n.d. —a, b, c; CTV News, 2020; Saskatoon Health Region, n.d.; Statistics Canada, 
2016; World Population Review, n.d.). The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic (and closure of 
borders), however, may result in slowing down the rapid population increase observed in the past 
few years. The community will become more diverse as Indigenous and visible minorities’ 
populations will continue to grow (Sask Trends Monitor, 2016). The population growth will 
continue mostly due to immigration, with the largest contributors being Asia (65.7%), followed 
by Europe (17.5%), and Africa (8.6%) (Statistics Canada, 2016). 

The “rear vision mirror” exercise (O’Connor & Sidorko, 2010, p. 61) shows there was a 
slow but steady (about 1.5% per year) increase in the number of library cardholders, from 
126,131 members in 2016 to 134,302-in 2019 (Saskatoon Public Library, 2019b). In 2019, 49% 


Saskatonians were Saskatoon Public Library (SPL) holders (2019b). With the business as usual, 


IT TAKES A VILLAGE: SASKATOON CENTRAL PUBLIC LIBRARY 


the SPL will continue to see a natural annual increase of approximately twelve thousand new 
cardholders. This also means that the remaining two thirds of the population will be the potential 
user stakeholder group. 
New Library as an Inspirer, Community Builder, and Reconciliation Place 

In 2026, new Saskatoon central library will open its doors (MacPherson, 2020). In 
addition to physical collections, it will have large spaces for the diverse community to come 
together, to read over a cup of coffee, enjoy a performance or dance in its theatre, learn a new 
skill, or work collaboratively on a project (Saskatoon Public Library, 2019c). The library will 
become a place for the community to get together; it will also expand tremendously its 
reconciliation mission (Biber, 2020; Bridges, 2020; Global News, 2020; SPL, 2020b). To help 
with these goals, the new central library will be strategically positioned in the downtown, near 
the major transit hub, connecting the library with the entire city (City of Saskatoon, 2016). 

Applying the rear mirror tool helps to see the SPL is on the track to meet the outlined 
above trends. The library’s physical collection continued to grow over the past few years, from 
551,939 items in 2016 to 592,139-in 2019. The library’s Indigenous collection grew from 9,454 
items in 2017 to 10,249-in 2019 (SPL, 2019b). The library offered 2,800 free programs in 2016 
compared to 4,675-in 2019 (1.7 times increase); among newly introduced most popular programs 
were Aboriginal Storytelling, Puppet Show, Summer Reading Club, English Speaking 
Conversation Circles for new immigrants, Boredom Busters, History Mystery, Kids Dance Party, 
and Children Storytelling in Chinese, French, Hindi, and Urdu (SPL, 2019b). Natural 
progression would be to create Maker Space, Virtual Game, Indigenous Traditional Ceremony, 


and other collaborative spaces. 
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Despite the Province of Saskatchewan’s being 2.6 billion in red (Dove, 2021), this did 
not seem to affect the Province’s commitment to the new library. The current Saskatoon’s Mayor 
and entire Council were just re-elected for another four years; this team is an active promoter of 
the new central library’s vision. 

Digital Delivery of Information 

SPL is already part of the Saskatchewan network of libraries. All nine SPL branches are 
inter-connected not only with one another, but also with other Saskatchewan libraries, sharing 
their resources via inter-library loan system. SPL will continue its efforts to allow its users to 
access the Internet “from anywhere and everywhere” (O’Connor & Sidorko, 2010, p. 48). 

The rear mirror exercise demonstrates the library users’ growing demand for digital 
resources. In 2019, users accessed 721,593 digital materials, constituting 41% increase compared 
to the previous year (SPL, 2019b). The number of WiFi and computer sessions were also on a 
rise (2019b). Semantic Web with the help of artificial intelligence will become the next “thing,” 
allowing rapid and efficient access to digital human knowledge. 

Alignment of the Saskatoon Public Library’s Strategic Plan with the Future Vision 

The Saskatoon Public Library’s (SPL’s) 2016-2021 Strategic Plan positions well with 
both the City of Saskatoon’s Plan for Growth, Saskatoon Public Library’s New Central Library 
Functional Program, and outlined in this piece major trends (City of Saskatoon, n.d. —d; SPL, 
2016, 2020c). The SPL’s strategic plan envisions the library as playing an “integral role as 
a community builder,” changing lives “through community connections, engagement and 
inclusivity” (SOL, 2016). The SPL’s objectives, especially to “evolve digital library experience,” 


99 66 


“elevate Indigenous voices,” “create an environment of inclusiveness,” and create spaces as 
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“welcoming hubs for the community to gather & create” align perfectly with the identified above 
top three trends (SPL, 2016). 
Future Library Scenario: Increased Relevance of the Library 

It is 2026. Humanity survived four waves of the COVID-19 pandemic, the worst 
pandemic since the Spanish flu a hundred year ago. Millions of lives were lost due to COVID-19 
(Statistics, n.d.). The pandemic had its negative impact on the world economy. The United States 
and Canada governments no longer attempted to balance their budgets resulting in trillions of 
dollars in national debts (BDO Canada, 2021; Congressional Budget Office. 2021). The money 
market collapsed, followed by recession. The unemployment rates hit the record high since the 
post-war era (U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2020; Warick, 2021). At the same time, all 
government and provincial services moved online, while the Internet and mobile costs 
skyrocketed. All these factors combined with computer illiteracy or lack of access to the Internet 
of many under-privileged groups have further deepened the digital divide. 

When the new central library opened its doors and welcomed first users, the public and 
especially marginalized (e.g., Indigenous, new immigrants, seniors, non-English speakers, low- 
income, under-educated, young low-income parents with children, etc.) communities welcomed 
free library services and programs with open arms. The grand opening of the library thanks to the 
excellent marketing campaign was a great success. Marketing campaign has been extensive and 
included both the digital and non-digital strategies to reach out to every current and potential 
user in the community. As a result of excellent marketing outreach efforts, every Saskatonian 
became a library card holder. The library is no longer limited to its new central building, its 
digital library has entered every household with the Internet. Users do not have to wait for 


months to read a newly released e-book, there is a copy available for everyone who wants one. 
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Those without the Internet can check-out mobile hot spots to take home with them. Those who 
prefer physical books have access to more than three hundred thousand print volumes (Saskatoon 
Public Library, 2019c). 

As a part of the reconciliation efforts, this environmentally-friendly central library was 
built to mix the Indigenous and Metis traditional and Canadian modern designs. The library’s 
open, bright, warm, and welcoming design created by Indigenous architect Alfed Waugh is 
brilliant (Giles, 2020). For his efforts, Waugh has been named among Maclean’s top 50 powerful 
Canadians. The main central library’s hub has become a place for people to get together. There is 
a theater, souvenir kiosks, and a coffee shop. One can go from the central hub to one of the four 
distinct and quiet buildings where books and learning spaces are (Saskatoon Public Library, 
2019c, 2020c). The library has partnered with Google embracing the Internet and the search 
algorithm, making the information search a breeze (O’Connor & Sidorko, 2010, p. 145). All fees 
have been eliminated, including late fees and current 10 cents per a page print and 2 dollars per 
hour downtown parking fees. (Users need to be inside the library to benefit from free parking.) 
One of the large spaces is dedicated to Indigenous and Metis Peoples where they could get 
together to work on collaborative projects and where elders could share their traditional 
knowledge with young people. There is a space where help is available to complete 
unemployment reports, job applications, tax, and other government forms. There is a space to 
learn not only English, but other languages the community members speak. Other spaces have 
been created such as gaming, computer, and learning rooms. Children are now able to spend their 
after school, evening, and weekend time learning dancing, singing, and playing musical 
instruments. There are several nicely decorated storytelling rooms for younger library users. 


Older children now have places organized by activities (e.g., history, science, etc.) There is a 
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large room to display art and host exhibitions. Its large maker spaces include a variety of tools, 
including 3D printers, embroiders, engravers, photo design platforms including Adobe Creative 
Cloud, tech tools (laser and decal cutters, metal, welding, milling, and wood shops). There is a 
time limit on all activities; however, a smartly created rewards system gets users additional free 
time to spend in one of their favorite library rooms. 

This is what the community told they needed from the library, in their “preferred library 
scenario” (O’Connor & Sidorko, 2010, p. 130). Thanks to a great marketing campaign, the 


community actively participated in online surveys on the functional plan, concept design, 


schematic design, detail design, and final design reveal phases (Saskatoon Central Library, n.d.). 


99 66 99 66 


sustainability’, “everywhere,” “digital lives, 
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“Outreach,” “print value, social spaces” were 
among top community priorities that seem to echo those identified priorities by other 
communities as well (O’Connor & Sidorko, 2010, p. 129). The library is no longer limited by its 
buildings’ physical space and is no longer only a storage of print books; it is a one-stop shop to 
include a print and digital library, multi-cultural centers, maker spaces, thousands of programs 
and services, and social hub, to bring the entire community together. 

The African’s old saying, “It takes a village to raise a child,” proved to be true once 
again. Despite financial and economic difficulties, Saskatonians volunteered their time and also 
helped to raise money to complete the new library project. The community got together to build 
a new library, to ensure no citizen is ever left behind and all have an equal access to information 
and human knowledge. The community got together to ensure its every child, its every citizen, 
all have a variety of opportunities available to them free of charge and able to develop and grow 


their individual talents and interests. 
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Figure 1. Saskatoon Population 2021. World Population Review (2021). 
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Figure 2. Saskatoon Age Distribution. 2016 Census. Statistics Canada. 
https://townfolio.co/sk/saskatoon/demographics 


17 


IT TAKES A VILLAGE: SASKATOON CENTRAL PUBLIC LIBRARY 1 


Recent Immigrants. City of Saskatoon, 2016 Census 
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Figure 3. Saskatoon Recent Immigrants. 2016 Census. Statistics Canada (2016). 
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Figure 4. Saskatoon Population Increase. SREDA (2020, March). 
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Recent Immigrants. City of Saskatoon, 2016 Census 
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Figure 5. Population Origins. Saskatoon 2016 Census. Statistics Canada (2016). 


City of Saskatoon: 2016 Census 





Figure 6. Diversity of Color. Saskatoon 2016 Census. Statistics Canada (2016). 
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Figure 7. Visible Minorities. Saskatoon, 2016 Census, Statistics Canada (2016). 


20 


IT TAKES A VILLAGE: SASKATOON CENTRAL PUBLIC LIBRARY 


References 

BDO Canada. (2021, April 19). 2021 federal budget. 
https://www.bdo.ca/en-ca/insights/tax/federal-and-provincial- 
budgets/202 1/202 1 federalbudget-main/ 

Biber, F. (2020, September 8). New Saskatoon central library to leave ‘legacy of reconciliation.’ 
CTV News. https://saskatoon.ctvnews.ca/new-saskatoon-central-library-to-leave-legacy- 
of-reconciliation-1.5097145 

Bridges, A. (2020, November 18). Saskatoon Public Library reveals architects for new $134M 
downtown building. CBC. https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatoon/saskatoon-new- 
downtown-library-architects-1.5806306 

Britannica. (2021, February 12). Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 
https://www.britannica.com/place/Saskatoon-Saskatchewan 

Burton, R. (2020, October 21). Appearance of partisanship hard for Charlie Clark to shake. CBC 
Opinion. https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatoon/opinion-randy-burton-charlie-clark- 
partisanship- 1.5768523 

Canada Population. (n.d.). Saskatoon population 2021. 
https://www.canadapopulation.net/saskatoon-population/ 

City of Saskatoon. (n.d. —a). Property tax. 
https://www.saskatoon.ca/services-residents/property-tax-assessments/property-tax 

City of Saskatoon. (n.d. —b). City of Saskatoon: 2021 organization chart. 
https://www.saskatoon.ca/sites/default/files/documents/cm_corpreorg_orgchart_feb3.pdf 


City of Saskatoon. (n.d. —-c). City map. ESRI. ArcGIS. 


21 


IT TAKES A VILLAGE: SASKATOON CENTRAL PUBLIC LIBRARY 22 


https://gisext.saskatoon.ca/lapp/Geocortex/Html V W/index.html?viewer=CityMap.HtmlV 
W 

City of Saskatoon. (n.d. — d). Projected growth concept plan. 
https://www.saskatoon.ca/sites/default/files/documents/community-services/planning- 
development/mapping/wall-maps/projected_growth_concept_plan.pdf 

City of Saskatoon. (n.d. -e). City of Saskatoon: Plan for growth. 
https://www.saskatoon.ca/business-development/planning/plan-for-growth 

City of Saskatoon. (n.d. —f). Economic profile trends. 
https://www.saskatoon.ca/business-development/economic-profile/economic-profile- 
trends 

City of Saskatoon. (n.d. —g). Education in Saskatoon. 
https://www.saskatoon.ca/new-saskatoon/education-saskatoon 

City of Saskatoon. (n.d. —h). Location & hours. 
https://saskatoonlibrary.ca/locations/ 

City of Saskatoon. (2013, August 14). Strategic plan 2013-2023. 
https://www.saskatoon.ca/sites/default/files/documents/community-services/planning- 
development/integrated-growth-plan/growing-fwd/2013-2023_stratregic_plan.pdf 

City of Saskatoon. (2016, February). Growth plan: Technical report. 
https://www.saskatoon.ca/sites/default/files/documents/community-services/planning- 
development/integrated-growth-plan/growing-fwd/growth-plan-technical- 
report_february-2016-1.pdf 


City of Saskatoon. (2019, December). Neighborhood profiles. 


IT TAKES A VILLAGE: SASKATOON CENTRAL PUBLIC LIBRARY 


https://www.saskatoon.ca/sites/default/files/documents/community-services/planning- 
development/research/neighbourhood-profiles/neighbourhood_profiles_2019.pdf 

Congressional Budget Office. (2021). The 2021 long-term budget outlook. 
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/56977 

CTV News. (2020, February 13). Saskatoon population growth among highest in Canada. 
https://saskatoon.ctvnews.ca/saskatoon-population-growth-among-highest-in-canada- 
1.4810382 

Department of Justice. (n.d.). Exploring the link between crime and socio-economic status in 
Ottawa and Saskatoon: A small-area geographical analysis. 
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/rp-pr/csj-sjc/crime/rr06_6/p7.html 

Dove, N. (2021, April 5). Economist predicts ‘steady as she goes’ Saskatchewan budget. 
Global News. https://globalnews.ca/news/7739975/saskatchewan-budget-2021-22/ 

Giles, D. (2020, November 17). Indigenous architect Alfred Waugh tapped to design new 
downtown Saskatoon library. Global News. 
https://globalnews.ca/news/7468386/indigenous-architect-new-downtown-saskatoon- 
library/ 

Global News. (2020, April 7). Land purchased for new downtown Saskatoon library. Global 
News. https://globalnews.ca/news/6786999/new-downtown-saskatoon-public-library/ 

Government of Saskatchewan. (2019, January 10). Province seeking public input on report on 
Saskatchewan libraries engagement. 
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2019/january/10/libraries- 
report 


Government of Saskatchewan. (2020). Demography and census reports and statistics. 


IT TAKES A VILLAGE: SASKATOON CENTRAL PUBLIC LIBRARY oa 


https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/government-data/bureau-of- 
statistics/population-and-census 

Homeless Hub. (2018). Community profiles. 
https://www.homelesshub.ca/community-profile/saskatoon 

MacPherson, A. (2020, September 8). New downtown library to feature skylit atrium, public 
plaza and large theatre. Saskatoon Star Phoenix. https://thestarphoenix.com/news/local- 
news/new-downtown-library-to-feature-skylit-atrium-public-plaza-and-large-theatre 

O’Connor, S., & Sidorko, P. (2010). Imagine your library’s future: Scenario planning for 
libraries and information organizations. Chandos Publishing. 

Pasiuk, E. (2021, January 21). Keystone XL is cancelled. What does that mean for 
Saskatchewan? CBC News. 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/keystone-cancelled-saskatchewan- 
economy-1.5882505 

Quenneville, G. (2020, September 1). Some candidates are wary of plans for a new $134M 
downtown library. Here’s why. CBC News. 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatoon/saskatoon-library-election-1.5702082 

Sask Trends Monitor. (2016, January). Diversity in Saskatchewan. Saskatchewan Cooperative 
Association. 
https://mcos.ca/resources/sask-trends-monitor-diversity-in-saskatchewan-january-20 16/ 

Saskatoon Health Region. (n.d.). 
https://www.saskatoonhealthregion.ca/locations_services/Services/Health- 
Observatory/Documents/Reports-Publications/2017-Population-Demographics- 


Combined.pdf 


IT TAKES A VILLAGE: SASKATOON CENTRAL PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Saskatoon Central Library. (n.d.). Help inspire the design. https://splconnect.ca/ 

Saskatoon Public Library. (n.d.). https://saskatoonlibrary.ca/ 

Saskatoon Public Library. (2016). Strategic plan: 2016-2021. 
https://saskatoonlibrary.ca/isl/uploads/2019/11/1068_StrategicPlan-final-web.pdf 

Saskatoon Public Library. (2019a). 2019 report to our community. 


https://saskatoonlibrary.ca/isl/uploads/2020/04/5001_Report_to_Our_Community_2019_ 





Final_Update_Lores.pdf 

Saskatoon Public Library. (2019b). Annual community report. 
https://saskatoonlibrary.ca/about/community-report/ 

Saskatoon Public Library. (2019c, September). New central library business case. 
https://pub-saskatoon.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?Documentld=99527 

Saskatoon Public Library. (2020a). 2020 and 2021 operating & capital budget submission. 
https://pub-saskatoon.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=105425 

Saskatoon Public Library. (2020b). New central library project website. 
https://saskatooncentrallibrary.ca/ 

Saskatoon Public Library. (2020c). New central library functional program. 
https://saskatooncentrallibrary.ca/isl/uploads/2020/09/SPL-New-Central-Library- 
Final.pdf 

SREDA. (n.d). Statistics: Saskatoon. https://sreda.com/business-in-saskatoon/resources/statistics/ 

Statistics. (n.d.). 
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&q=current+death+toll+world+covid- 
19 


Statistics Canada. (2016). Census profile, 2016 census: Saskatoon, city. 


IT TAKES A VILLAGE: SASKATOON CENTRAL PUBLIC LIBRARY 2 


https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/20 16/dp- 
pd/prof/details/page.cfm?Lang=E&Geo1=CSD&Code1=4711066&Geo2=PR&Code2=0 
1&Data=Count&SearchType=Begins&SearchPR=01&B1=AN&TABID=1 

Statistics Canada. (2018, January). Saskatoon. https://townfolio.co/sk/saskatoon/demographics 

Teleport. (n.d.). Saskatoon: Quality of life in Saskatoon. https://teleport.org/cities/saskatoon/ 

University of Saskatchewan. (n.d.). Signature areas of research. 
https://grad.usask.ca/our-campus/signature-areas-of-research.php 

U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. (2020, May13). TED: The economics daily. 
https://www.bls.gov/opub/ted/2020/unemployment-rate-rises-to-record-high-14-point-7- 
percent-in-april-2020.htm?view_full 

Warick. J. (2021, February 5). Sask.’s 2020 unemployment rate highest in more than 40 years: 
StastCan. CBC News. https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatoon/unemployment-rate- 
2020-1.5901409 

West Pass. (n.d.). About Saskatchewan. http://www.westpass.ca/?page_id=640&lang=en 

World Population Review. (n.d.). Saskatoon population 2021. 


https://worldpopulationreview.com/world-cities/saskatoon-population 


